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Origin of life

Eon Era |  Period Epoch MYA Life Forms North American Events
\Holocene (H) 0.01 Extinction of large
Quaternary mammals and birds Ice age glaciations; glacial outburst floods
Q) Pleistocene (PE) © Modern humans
S g Cascade volcanoes (W)
o 26 ¢ Linking of North and South America
v i o Isthmus of Panama)
= Neogene Pliocene (PL) (
R = (3) ; E Spread of grassy ecosystems Columbia River Basalt eruptions (NW)
% I |Miocene (M) - 4 Basin and Range extension (W)
U s Oligocene (OL) 2
£ -~ - 339
W Paleogene 'Eocene (E) 56.0 ) Laramide Orogeny ends (W)
‘ (PG) Paleocene (EP) ~ Early primates
= 66.0 Mass extinction
Laramide Orogeny (W)
Cretaceous (K) Placental mammals Western Interior Seaway (W)
1450 & Early flowering plants Sevier Orogeny (W)
é Dinosaurs diverse and Nevadan Orogeny (W)
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g ) R
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= First dinosaurs; first mammals ~ Bréakup ot Fangaea begins
z Triassic (TR) Flying reptiles
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% 358.9 Mass extinction Antler Orogeny (W)
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2 < irst forests (evergreens)
= -419.2| &
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Silurian (S) First land plants
4438 Mass extinction
. @ Primitive fish Taconic Orogeny (E-NE)
Odevidan{p) o E Trilobite maximum
4854 T @ Rise of corals Extensive oceans cover most of
Cambrian (C) S g, By arisifed Srganiss proto-North America (Laurentia)
541.0 m—— : . - ,
v Complex multicelled organisms Supercontinent rifted apart
= Formation of early supercontinent
g Grenville Orogeny (E)
g Simple multicelled organisms First iron deposits
2500 Abundant carbonate rocks
Precambrian (PC, W, X, Y, 2)
Early bacteria and algae
4000 (stromatolites) Oldest known Earth rocks

Formation of Earth’s crust

4600

{Formation of the Earth}
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