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_ ORBITOF SATELLITE |

Satellites typically orbit in the same
plane as their planet’s equator
{equatorial ptane). Cur moon, in

contrast, orbits in the same plana
as the earth’s orbit around the sun
{orbital plana). This makes possible
o full solar eclipses, which mark the
passage of time.
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Most satellites are much smaller than their
pianets. Even Titan s 2 pebble compared to
Satumn. Dur moon, in condrast, is relatively

big. Its large mass and unigue orbit help keep
the earih’'s tilt stable. Otherwise, temperatures
would Auciuate too wildly o sustain life.
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